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The high Rates of March of & Regiment

\‘ by

Colonel V. Perno

N The tempos of forced marches depenci to a great extent on the
evailabviiity and stete of roeds and g80od argenization of the traffic
- control service. The opinion exists that the repair and protection of
rouds and the organization of the traffic comtrol gervice should be the
responsibility of the higher staffs. But in practice, the troops have
-to find their own means and methods still, as in the past, of road
support which would correspond to the requirements of modern combat.

Traffic control detachments (otryad obespecheniya dvizheniya - OOD)
being created at present and subunits which are being brought in to
carry out ‘traffic comtrol service, are often unable to ensure high march
texpo. Moreover, these elements » 88 well as the uuwieldy system of
protecting a regiment on the march, often act as a braks which restrains

‘ the march capabilities of the unite, decreases their mobility, combat
preparedness, and combat effectiveness. Far confirmtion, let us
examine an example «f the makeup of a regiment's march formation.

As a rule, a reconnaissance element moves in fromt of the main
forces of the regiment within means of commnication range. It 1is
folloved by: an 00D (usually a rifle company and a platoon or
company of combat engineers); a traffic control subunit (during a
march of a considerable distance--up to a rifle company and more);
an advance party sent out by the advance guard, and the advance
guard proper.-_ Thus, three or more rifle companies, reinforced by
combat engineers, chemical troops, artillery, tanks, i.e., nearly 1/3
of the regiment, preced: the advance guard. If a reinforced company
is also detailed into the flank guard, as well as up to a company ae
& rear outpost, and the antitank reserve will follow between the advance
guard and the column of the main forces » then the column of mein forces
will be reduced to less than half the regimental strength. In view
of the fact that the support elements are, as a rule, detailed from
various subunits, all the battalions are weskened. This does not by
any means improve the maintenance of high combat effectiveness and
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comb#t readiness of the regiwent. There s no guestion &b o uge and
relistility of control whern the mareh formticon ie forms® -— these

lines. Because of the lsck of relisthie panrs of contre: - 18 often
impossible to glve & rew tssk to the Q0D ang itraffic contr - subunits
during & sherp change in the situstion. They cortinue o 1low the
old route under their owr momentum, Buld hsve no time to ori-at
therzelves in & gitustior when s meeiing enmcement tetes  “ace.
~

Calculstions and praciticel experisace of certein s 3es ghow
thet the number of subuniis detailed for suuporting & mr- . could
be reduced, thus jzproving the mobiliity end ¢nubst effeci: mness of

8 regiment.. Jlel us take, for example, ithe traffic contr. -atachment
(00D). Detailing it and sending it ip advence along the :':te makes
gense ln conditions when the march task is recelved well .: advanca.
Then it will be in a positicn, ueing the time vefore the - :rt of the
march, to carry out the necesssry work on the route, altir» h in this
case the damege cf road sectors by enemy aircraft, ar‘tillf -, and
sabotage groups cannot be excluded. Sending shead an OUT *~ also
advisable when the troop:s are moving on foot or on veni~l:  with
reduced speeds. In this cese the 00D, which has motor tr---port at
its disposal muy be sent on ahead quickly to repair the r - before
the troops move up. .

7 At present, merches mey often start without prelimi:=z: -
preparations and he carried out at a rate which will exci: e
methodical repeir. or the rebuilding of routez. Besidez. :
extensive possibi . .ies of making use of airborme forces ~i-e
grounds to presume that the overvwhelming mejicrity of merch-: will
be undertaken in the expectation of meeting the enemy, zx: +f a
possible casnge not caly of the routs, bul slizo of the - tion of
the movement. In such conditions the detailiing of ap &I .. advance
along the regiment's route of merca is either completely ~:::luded or
does not make sense, if one considers not only marches beisg carried
out in the rear, but also thoese which will take place wher pursuing
the enemy along parallel routes or during the course of 8 swift
advance along independent axes.

There is also no sense in ~reating an O0OD if there is no
poseibility of sending it ahead in advance, because it will be
moving in the immediate vicinity of the advance party (some tens of
minutes of movement time) and will cerjainly not be abdble to carry
out any important repair work along the route in good time.
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The advance party (golovrays pokhodnsys za stava--GPZ) and the advance
gusrd will either be compelled to stop or help the OLD [sic--presumbly
xr‘isprint. for OCD/.

In modern conditione, the mein attention on a merch should be
given not to the repair of roads and demolished bridges, but to the
finding &nd marking of possible detour routes. The allocation to a
regimen. of & zome rather than & route (routes) mekes it poseible te
resevver by using letour routes. It is therefare more advissble
to give the commsnder of the advance guard bettalion the whole
recponsibility for orgenizing ard providing reconnsissance of the
route, its repair and rebuilding on the merch. Far this purpose the
batialion should be allotied combat engineer subunits with equipment,
structures, and msterials. Executing & march, these subunits must move
in the battalion column and be ready for immediete operatiom. Part of
the equipment and especially the combat engineer reconnaissance
personnel with mine clearance and reconnaissance equipment should be
included in the advance party and the point (golovmoy dozor) for the
timely reconnaissance of the route and for locating detour routes.

(n the basis of reconnaissance data, the commander of the
advance guard battslion, either persomally ar through the commender
of the GPZ, organizes and carries out all the arrangements for the
roed support of a march, using for this purpose partlv rifle su‘bunits
and combat engineers with their equipment.

This organization of roed support of a march and the employment
of combat engineer subunits permit the rapid execution of all the
necessary work om the route because the commender of the advance guard
bsttalion is always in a vosition to aseess the situation personally
and take the necessary steps for ensuring the march. In case of a
mecting engagement, the combat engineers subordinate to the battalion
commander may be effectively used for the engineer support of the
battalion's combat operations. .

The situation is no better as far as traffic control on a
march is concerned. The existing traffic control eubunits in
regiments have insufficient personnel to be able to carry out their
assigned tasks. Their functions are most often reduced to guarding
and servicing the staff and also to the organization of traffic
control in the command post area when stationary. For this reasom,
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fairly often one of the rifle coxpanies i« detailed to carry out
traffic control eervice during a march. This lesds to an unjustified
expenditure of forces. During the cource of & march, guch a subunit,
which moves in front of the advance guard, cannot keep in touch with
the coarmander who bes sent it out, because of the restricted range of
means of commmnication. All this renders the comtrol of the subunit's
traffic control more difficult, leads to disorgenization, and disrupts
discipline, and finally reduces the rate of movemernt of the merch.

It should be recognized as advisable that the responsibility for
organizing traffic control on the route be given to the commander of
the advence guard battalion. Besides ease of commnd, this would also
be advantageous from the point of view of the econamy of forces.

Experience of exercises in certain units shows that the
functions of 00OD's, traffic control subunits and the advance party mey
successfully be eptrusted to & single reinforced rifle company. In
that case the necessity docs not arise to detail subunits from
battalions moving in the main force's columm, for traffic control and
the OOD. As a result, these battalions remein &t full strength,
while the forces and means detailed to the advance party may in turn
carry out various tasks arising during the course of the movement.
Thus, in the absence of the enemy, infantirywen may be used to organize
traffic cortrol on the route, reconstruct a damaged sector or bridge
along with the combat engineers, prepare detours, and in case of
meeting the enemy they would, together with reinforcing weapous,
cover the deployment of the advance guardi. When the advance party
18 conducting combst, the attached combat engineers may help the
rifle company to consolidate and hold the captured line. All this
is advantageous becsuse the commender of the aavarce guard battalion
can either reinforce such a unified advance party with forces and
weapons of kis battalion, or else quickly replace it by another
compu.y- If the direction of the movement is changed, he can quickly
redirect tnc advance party and there will be no need for the commender
and the staff of the regiment to worry about movement support and
traffic control in the new conditions.

The use of subunits detailed for traffic control needs to be
better orgunized. As a rule such a subunit, moving in front of the
main Torce's column of the regiment, posts soldiers and puts up
markers at various intervals along the whole route. Such a
method calls for a great expenditure of forces and means, especially
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when long marches are being carrzed oub, and zZeeps tuae subunit
dersiled for traffic control froo carrying ou. combe . tashs for
iengthy periods. Besides, it doos not ensurc conditicnz for 8 quick
change of the routes and the direction of movement of & regimental
colur in case of a sharp change in the situation.

The expenditure of meppower, traffic coutrol equipment, and time,
under such a system does pot depend on the lengih of the regimental
column, but on the length of the route, becaus< such & gystem provides
only for a one-time use of each element. The traffic comtrciler,
posted et some roed fork before the regimeninl column etarts to pass,
iz relieved sometime after the last regimerts:i venlcle paeses the
point in question. The sams appliec eguall. to the relief of other
farces left on the route~-detoched support tewms op ddfficult
sectors of the route, servicing subunits &1 river croseings and fords,
ete. It follows that not only the time and methods of posting treffic
controllers (teams and posts) on the route, but also their relief,
should be considered.

When marches are executed at considerstlie distance, the support
service should be orgernized in such 8 way that the posting of traffic
controllers along the route (teams for the passage of troops through
dangerous sectors) and their relief should be carried out simultsneously.
For instwsnce, the traffic controliers, the roasd markers, and the teams

. for cerrying out work and arganizing pessage through unreliable
sectors of the route are posted in succession to begin with by ore
vehicle moving with the advance perty ar peiut, then by another,
and 80 on. As soon 8g the first venicle iz empty, it stops b the
shoulder of the road and weits for the regiment to pass, while the
posting of traffic controliers and teams is carried out by a second
vehicle., etc. The collection of the posted teams, traffic comtrollers,
and eguipment is carried out to begin with by e vehicle whish stays
behind empty at the starting point. Xt moves behind the regiment
and collects all the personnel &nd traffic contrcl markers which have
been left along the route by the first vehicle. Wher all the men and
equipment dropped by the first vehicle are collected, they are
transferred to their own vehicle, and using the first opportunity
(ususlly a halt or a parallel route), overtake the regiment and
rejoin their cwvn subunits. The empty vehicle follows the regimental
columm and thus collects men and equipment dropped by the second
vehicle, etc. With this organization, considerable econamies of
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Finelly. = few thoughts shout fland provecticon on the parch.
Roade bacoss rore and more irpor as L1 are being mechanized
erd motorized. It is commee lno ie usually difiicult to
find 8 roed suitable for the v ' . party rurnicg parsllel
to the moin imentsl route som '« To send wui &
party which wo:ld operate &t 8 gresier distanie s out of the question,
and it iz not sdvissble to meke 1t wve mcross country, becsuse it
- would then quickly lag behind the main forces of the regimers. In
additior, = fisnk party on the msrch her very limited poesibilities
of detecting #» epemy operating outside the route which it follows.

In our view it would be more advisable to send out reconnaissance
patrols to the flanks. On the rosds and specific directions which
lead to the route &nd frow which the encay mey he expected, o static
securiiy detscument of limited strepgth should be sent. These

‘ elements could also be sent out by the advance guard on arders from
the cormendcr or the chief of staff of the regiment, and in same

cases on the dsciglon of the commnder of the advance guard battalion.
g

Constant and firm control of tbe whole march formation exerts
an equally importent influence on the rate of the execution of a o
march and on effici-ncy during the move. Fractice shows that with -~
modern means of compunicaticn it is not adviseovle during a march to
have the commsnder of the regiment moving seperately from the staff.
Thus, if tlLe commander heads the colurm, of mein forces, then the
chief of staf?, together with the staff, would be more advizcdly
placed ubout the center of the column. In this case the ccammnder,
having R-105 radiosets with ap amplifying unit (blok umoshcheniye)
and an R-113, can maintain comtact with the reconnaissance element,
the advance guard, some of the subunits moving in the column of
main forces, and with the chief of staff. The chief of staff, in
turn, being in contact with the subunits moving in the tail of the
regimental column and with the regimental rear, can control them,
passing on the orders and directives of the commander and receive their
reports on the progress past lines and the situation om the route.,
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Sask &8 dispueition of comtror pointe it & colurm and the
Crganizetion of relay radlo commminics-ions for crders snd reports
along the column mekes it possible for the : xrwnder to carry out a
constart check or the movement of the battalion rolumms, receive
informstion on the enemy and, in case of necessity, sssign a tagk to
the subordinates in accordance with the situstion. Tris is also useful
for deployment. If the subunits moving st the head of the column, in
front of the regimental staff, meet the ener”y, they can move up to the
deployment line without hindrance, and the etaff will not have to
free the route, which usually takes up time.

In crder to maintain security of moveme-t for the marck, radio
sets are used ir such 8 way that subordinates ewitch on the set for
transmission only after receiving an order o = gignal from a superior
(for reporting the situation, transmitting & signsl, etc.). At all \
Other times they are either listering in or (if there is a poseibility ‘
of ordering them to switch on by light or sound signal) may be
switched off altogether (the sets of some companies and platoons ).

Nevertheless, there mey naturally be exceptions to the placing of
toe commander and the staff in the zolumn s recommended. In a
number of cases, especially when a meeting engagement is imminent, it
is advisablzs for the commander of the regiment with a group of officers
to move with the advance guard battalion, so as to be in ¢ position
to make a more rapid appreciation of the situation at the start of
combat, and utllize most expediently the forces and means moving up
to the field of bpettle.

In this case it is advisable that the deputy regimental
commander or the battalion commander moving st the head of the
regimental march formstion should hesd the columm of mein forces.
They would become the communicatior .irk between the regimentel
commender and the chief of staff, who would ensure that tasks are
rapidly given to subunits 3in & meeting engsgement,
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